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IDENTIFIBBS 
ABSTBACT 

This paper, one in a series investigating day care 
services, is based on two assunptions concerning verbalizations of 
preschool children: (1) the complexity of verbalizations is iore 
important than the quantity; and (2) the quality of care is directly 
related to the occurrence of the coaplexity of verbalizations. The 
higher the occurrence of cooplex verbalisations the acre desirable 
the care. To distinguish between the quality of care give^n in family 
day care centers and group day care centers, two hypotheses ar€ 
presented and tested w>ich state that acre complex verbalizations 
(N-v-A) will be produced in the family day care center and that the 
group day care center will produce more simple verbalizations (N-V) 
than complex. Ten randomly-chosen children between the ages of 28 and 
54 months were used as subjects, and a total of 400 minutes of 
observation for all the children were taken by trained- preschool 
teachers. Besults confirmed the hypotheses, but significance levels 
were low due to some jLnherent problems in the procedures* These are 
discussed. (SDH) 
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Tamilv anjo Group Day Cart CcNteciS 
j^iCHARo John Ftcvc 
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There. HAS 8e^-n g-eat ot-bATE over what types or 

VERBAL BEHAVIOR AftE CKARACTERJSTiC or QUAirTY CAT-iE. 

Ira Gordon (197?) mas pointed out that high i n t e lle c t i vr 

POTENTIAL IS f^EADfLY OBEE'^VABLC BY THE VOLUME OF TIME 
PEERS £«>END TALKING TO EACH OTHERt If WE ACCEPT ThI8 
f»REM|S£ THAN WE WOULD STATE THAT A QUALITY PROGRAM 
tVOULO H^VE A GREAT DEAL OT VERBALIZINO BETWEEN P C € f< B ^ 

Another facet or Trtts arqu^ment ig whether the volume 

or VERBA t I Z A T I ONS 1$ MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE QUALITY OF 
VERBALIZATIONS. t8 C 0 M P L G X I T Y M 0 R t ( M » 0 R T A N T THAN SHEER 
vol UME? 

Two ASSUMPTIONS ARE BEING MADE IN THIS 6TUDYJ 
(l)COMPLtXlTY 0^ VERBALIZATIONS IS MORCfMPORTANT 
THAN -^UAN'T I TV 0 F V E R B A L * Z A T J 0 N 6 } ( 3 } T H E TUAVtiTY OF 
fsi CAR E I S 0 I E CT LY RE L A TED TO THE OCCURRENCE OF THE 



COVPLEXITY OF VERBALIZATIONS* TmE HIGHER THEOCCURR- 
ENCE OF COMPLEX VERBALIZATIONS THE MORE DESIHEABLE THE 
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iT HAS ecEN r^HOWN That T-r^rs towards mo^e VEft- 
iAt.i?iN^ IN A Family Day Carc Center than in a ^^oxj? 
::ay Carf: Center have becn established (Fiene, 1972 )4 

HO/^CVrR, oNC ASPECT OF THE NATu«t Of THIS VOLUME OT 
Ve L I ? / T I 0 \S IS THE C H A A C T E R OT THESE V E R B A L I Z A T J C N S 

A^c They long ok ShO»^T SENTENCES? ShERE VOLUME IGN*T 
XV IM'-CRTANT as the COMPLtXiTY O R S 0 P H I S T I C A T I 0 N OF 
THESE SENTENCES. ARE THE SU3JECTS WiTHtN THE FAMILY 
ZAV Ca.HE CrS/TERS PRODUCING JUST MORE SENTENCES OR A■^C 
THEY PROD'jCrNG M O R E C C M P L t X S E N T E N C E S t 

I AM ?RED ^ CT I N i THAT | ( 1 ) S& 1 N THE FaM I LY Oay 

Care Center will produce more complex verbalizations; 
(2) Ss IN THE Oroup Day Care Ot>iref^ will produce more 

tflMPLE VERBALIZATIONS THAN COMPLEX VERBALIZATIONS* 
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SUQ J C C TS J 

TCN S6, riVE MALCS A N 0 T I V E TtMALES BtTVVEEN THE 
AGCS or 2^ AND 5^ M?NTHe» ALL E fl E WHITE C H I L 0 E N 
ATTE^^0IN<3 DAY CA«E CTNTERS rULL TIME (" Hfts/oAv)* 
THf^EE MALES TWO TCMALES ^7E R E R A N O C M L V SELECTED 

fR':>M A Family day care centej^* The same *^a8 done 

IN A 'IrOUP day CAt^E CENTER. ThE QROUP ANt) FAMILY CAY 
CA^C CEMTE^^S WERE MATCHED TOR A TRADITIOMAL MURSC^^Y 
£ ET T I N 06 tMPH AS I Z I NG CCSENTJALLY CUSTOCIAL CARE OF 
CHltOHEN* 

f/A TER I AL s ; 

^ACH OBSERVrTR H A 0 T 0 STOP WATCHES T R t C 0 R 0 T H 
TIME ^^PENT IN N-V AS VERSUS N - V - A S E N T E C E-S 0 R VERBALl 
7 i T I ON S ft- 



Pi CNE 



Pagc h 



SCTT ING ; 



Thc l^JO CTNICRS WeRT IN THE \6llP TOV/NSHIP LOCATGO 
I TH^ So J T H-Ce N Tft A L PORTION? OF LONO ISLANOj NEW VOftK* 
^H£<:s: /.t^E LOV/ TO MIOOLE IMCOME AREAS* 

I N! EiCTM C^^urtRS THERE WERE WELL-DEFINEO ACTtVITY 
A*^£;-S. T'^CSE ACTIVITY A^<EAS WEWE A COGNITIVE GAMES ARCA, 
A n LCCK^ AitCA, AN ART AREA, A TREi' PLAV AREA, A,NC A 
0^<AMATIC PLAY AREA* A C T I V I T V A 3 E A S WERE DELINEATED ON 
THE FOLLOvHNO CRITERIAJ BLOCKS AREA--AN AREA THAT CON- 
TAINED ANVTYPEOreUlLDING TCY6(eRECT0R SETS, UNIT 
aLOCKS, FOLLOW blocks); ART AREA--C0NTA I NED CRAYOnS» 
C0LORIN3 BLOCKS, EA6 I LS, COLLAGE MATERIALS (fELT, P/ "^CR i 
^'^CI^f0Rs)5 COGNITIVE 0 AME S AR C A--CON T A I N E 0 PU 2 2 LE S > MANl- 
POlA-'IVE SMALL MOSCLE TOYS', DJHHAA T I 0 P L A Y A K E A - - CO N T A I N E 0 
DOLLS, CARRIAGES, DRESS -UP Ni A T E R I \l6 J F R E E P L A V A R E A 
C 0 .V T A I N£ D OL' T DOOR EOU I PME N T AND L AR Ofe-OiU^C LE EQUI^N^CNTt 
Act I VI T Y ARGAS '/GRE BROKEN oV F FROM EACH OTHER 8Y i'/A«ST 
HI^H (adult he f 0 HT S he LVE S 0 ft ^ T 0 Y CA D 1 N £ T6 ) » 1N BOTH 
CEN TEH S , ALL ACTIVITY AREAS f^E RG GMPHASWGO EQUALLY 
( I • E • CHI LOftGN S^GN T AN GQUA L A Nfl 0 UN T 0 P T I ME IN AL L ARGAS 
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. ^ " c 0 a 0 I N 5 6 : 

The VE ►<BAl.< Z at I 0N6 rtECORDEO A8 CIThCR M-V 

(nC-JN-VEHB 0^ StMPUE VE.^BAl.lZATIONS) 0« N-V-*A (nOUN- 
VE«tj-A0VE-l8 OR VOUN/ OR COMPCEX VERBALIZATlONs). TmC 
S T 0 P'-'Wa'^ CM E 6 ^VOULO 9E STAMTtD SIMULTANEOUSLY FOR THE 
OBSERVER* Ir THE VE**BALIZAT»ONS WERE A SAMPLE VERBALI- 
? A T » 0\» ^3 , THE OQSERVER V/OULO f . T 0 P 0 E STOP AATCH AT THE 
CO^=>L^TI0N OF Twe VC R 9 A t f 2 A T I 0 N A NO RtCCRO THE T«Mr 
VE^^SAL I 2 I NO^ tr THE V E R 0 A L 1 2 A T I 0 N £ V^ERE A COMPLEX 
VE^ B A L I 2 A T I ONS > ThE OBSERVER U LD LET BOTH S T O P - k'; A T C H E S 

?^U.M g\'Tri THE COMPLETION OT THE VERBALIZATIONS, THEN 
RECORD THE r\MZ OF THE COWPL'X Ve R 3 A L I 2 A T I ON • 

PROCEDURE! 

THC OBSERVE^^S y/KO 0»D T he R E CO RO I N GS /VERE PRESCHOOL 

TEACHCRSi One male, one female* Training of observers 

«.VA S Of^N E ON E WE E K I N ADVANCE TO t HE A C T U A L L V C 0 I L E C T I N G 
OF THE DATA FOR THE STUDY* 

The observers were LOCATED DN THE PERIPHERY OF THE 
ROOM, THEY WERE FREE TO MOVE ALONG ThS '^CR 1 PMERY OF THE 
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CZHrZ^h IM Or^O^TR TO GET A BETTCA ViG/rf Of THE CHILDREN 
AN'O TO M^AR TME C M f L 0 R ST N BETTER TOR V E ^ G A t I ? A T « 0 N S • 
The 03SE«VtRG e-^CNT ?0 MC.NiUTES IN THE M0«NfNO GETWECN 
ICjOC-ICrJO IN THE CtNTERS* THESE TIMES WE«E SELCCTeO 
rcft T«^E OTArr IVTERACTEO with the children as LITTLE AS 
•= C ^ V I 9 LE Ol;H J N S THIS TIME* ThERE WAS NO L^RQE GROUP PLAV, 
THE CfULOi^EN ACJ^E E^^aAGED IN S L I T A R Y PLAY OR G R C U PLAY 
J T H 0 U T A D U L T INTERVENTION. 

The OBSERVERS WOULD S P :! N O THEIR 2C MINUTES OF EACH 
D A y A S ro L LO WS I THEY WOULD ENTER ONE OF THE C E N T E R S | 
SY\CHRONliE THEIR STOP WATChES SO T H A T £ A C H 0 B S E R V E R 
STARTED OBSERVING AT PRECISELY THESAMETIME. CNLY THE 
TIMINGS WERE KEPT ON EACH OF THE TEN SS AS THEY VERBALl£.:b 
WITHIN THE CENTERS* FORTY MINUTES OF OBSERVATIONS WERE 
OBTAISrO FOR EACH S« THERE WAS A TOTAL OF 4C0 MINUTES 
OF C fiSER VAT I ONS FOR ALL SS» T HE 0 B 3 E R V A T I 0 N S WE.^E DONE 
OVER A TWO V/EEK PER 100* FOUR TEN MINUTE SESSION' WERE 
T A 1^, £ N 0 N E A C H S U B J E C T • 

'^E I I AB I I I TV WAS CA LCULATED FOR T HE T V;0 0 3 S E R V F. R 8 
FOR EACH TEN MINUTC OBSERVATION SESSION* f^ELlABILlTY 
•^S CALCULATED eYTKEOeSCRVERSWHEREirtHEY WERE 
VM TH I N 50 SECONDS OF EACH 0 THEfi FOR THE I R T I M I NQ8 
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OQTAIVt-D OM THCIR S T 0 P - Vi A T C M e $ , THE OeSERVATIOM WA6 
CCNSIOE^^ETD VALlOo ThIS AVE AOEO OUT TO A tP^ RELIABILITY 
CMCC:: FOR t.ACH SESSION* 

RESULTS A\D DlSC'j:.SION 
As CANf BE scEig IN Ftouf*c 1| The Se were p^ocucing 

MO^E N-y-^A (CCMPLEX S E N T E N C E S T R U C T U R G S ) IN THE FAMILY 

Day Care Ce.vtcrs (t«1#96, p<*10)i In the Group Day Care 
Cz^rtH (see Fiovf^E 2), the Ss produced more N-V than N'-V-A 

sentences TRUCTURES (t«2»01>P<«10)# 
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There v^ERE SOME i nhe re n t prob te^s w i th this study 

\r\HlCH PROOAaLY CAUSCO THE L 0 Vta S I 0 N I F I C A N C E LEVELS^ ThE 
MANNe*< 0 r Rt CO RD I NO T I ME S THROUGH THE USE OF THE STOP-* 

A TCHES WAS 0 I rr i CU LT AND CU MB Eft SOME ♦ T R Y I N 0 T .7 COOftO 1 \ A TE 
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FlOORE 1 

T-TEST8 COMPUTED ON NUMBER OF VE<^SALl - 
ZATI0N6 PRODUCED 8Y SS IN pAMluy Oa Y CaRE CENTERS 

ON N-V AND N-V-A SENTENCE STRUCTURES 



Number or Vcr a al i z a t i o ns 



N-V 


1?10 


M-V-A 


2026 


T-TeST 


1.96* 


.10 
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Fl GURC 2 

T-TCEiTS COMPUTeO ON NUM6CR OF V E B A L I * 

2ATI0NS PRODUCED 6V SS IN G«OUP Ca V CA'<E CENTERS 

ON N-V AND M-V-A SENTENCE STRUCTURES 





MUMBEROr VCRBALIZATIONS 


N-V 


1956 


N'-V-A 


1677 


T- T E6 T 


2,01 * 
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YOUR HANDS fOR SIMPLE AS VERSUS COMPLEX V£NBALt2ATI0N8 
MADE fT tXTREMeLY OlfTICUtT ON THE OBSEHVERS* TME PROBLEM 
or AN T I C I A T I ON IN DRYING TO fIGURE OUT WHEN A CHlLO WAS 
TALKrNG ANC JUST MOVING HIS LIPS MADE TOR OIFTICULTIES 
IN 09SERVATI ONS • 

In FU TU re S TU D I E S , I Vl-OU LD R E COMMTN O COUNTING THE 
FReOUr\CV THAT A VERBALIZAMON OCtURREO HATHER THAN ITS 
DURATION* This WOULO PROVrOE A MORE VAt-JO MEA\S OF 
RECORDING* 
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